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'TTHE  Cemetery  is  beautifully  located  near  the 
center  of  Amanda  township  and  contains  twen- 
ty acres.  It  is  a  rolling-  hill  with  an  even  sur- 
face, rising-  from  all  sides  toward  the  center, 
from  whose  summit  there  is  a  commanding 
view  of  the  surrounding  country.  The  soil  is 
sandy,  with  a  subsoil  composed  of  sand 
and  small  sand  stone,  which  renders  it  free 
from  any  possibility  of  ever  becoming-  wet. 

A  beautiful  cottage  house  has  been  built  for 
the  use  of  the  Directors  and  Superintendent. 

The  grounds  have  been  tastefully  laid  off 
with  avenues  and  walks,  and  trees  planted  by 
an  experienced  landscape  gardener,  which  add 
much  to  the  natural  beauty  of  the  ground. 


CONSTITUTION 

As  Amended   March    ii,  1904. 


ARTICLE   I.  , 

The  affairs  of  this  company  shall  be  manag"- 
ed  by  a  Board  of  Seven  Directors  who  shall  be 
residents  of  Amanda  township,  to  be  elected  by 
the  Stockholders  and  lot  owners,  on  the  first 
Taesday  of  December,  1904,  three  to  serve  for 
term  of  one  year,  two  to  serve  for  term  of  two 
years  and  two  serve  for  term  of  three  years,  and 
annually  thereafter  as  the  respective  terms  ex- 
pire. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Every  Stockholder  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
vote  for  each  share  of  ten  dollars  of  stock,  and 
corporations  and  individuals  purchasing-  and 
holding-  one  or  more  lots  become  members, 
having  a  right  to  one  vote  for  each  ten  dollars 
paid  on  said  lots. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, shall  be  filled  temporarily  by  the  remain- 
ing members,   until  the  next  annual  election. 

ARTICLE   rv. 
*  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  select  from  their 
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number  a  President,  Vice  President,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  whose  duties  shall  be  such  as 
the  Board  may  prescribe,  and  whose  time  of  of- 
fice shall  be  one  year  and  until  their  successors 
shall  be  chosen  and  qualified. 

]  ARTICLE   V. 

The  Clerk  and  Treasurer  before  entering-  on 
their  duties,  shall  each  give  bond  with  security 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  in 
such  sum  as  the  Board  of  Directors  may  direct. 

AKTICLE    VI. 

The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  power  to 
make  all  needful  By-Laws  for  the  govej'nment 
of  the  Company.  They  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
paint  such  subordinate  ofl&cers  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  transact  the  business  of  the  Company, 
to  prescribe  their  duties  and  fix  their  salaries. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
except  by  Order  of  the  Board,  with  a  written 
order  signed  by  the  President  and  countersign- 
ed by  the  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Any  Stockholder  shall  have  the  rig-ht  at  any 
time  to  examine  the  books  of  the  Company. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

The  foregoing-  articles  of  constitution  may  be 
altered  or  amended,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  members  of  the   Board,    by  a  vote  of  two- 


thirds  of  the  members  thereof. 


"BY-LAWS, 

Section  1.  The  reg-iilar  meetings  shall  be 
held  quarterly  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Decem- 
ber, March,  June  and  September.  Four  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  transacting-  business. 
No  resolution  shall  be  adopted  by  the  Board 
except  by  the  majority  of  all  its  members. 

There  shall  be  a  financial  committee  of  three 
appointed  by  the  President,  who  shall  settle 
with  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  and  take 
bonds  with  security,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  the  Board  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  when  pres- 
ent, and  shall  call  meetings  of  the  Board  at  his 
pleasure,  or  upon  the  written  request  of  any 
two  members  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  3.  The  Vice  President  shall  preside  at 
all  meetings  of  the  Board  in  the  absence  of  the 
President,  and  in  the  absence  of  both  President 
and  Vice  President,  the  Board  may  elect  a 
chairman  pro  tem. 

Sec.  4.     The  Secretary  shall  keep  the  min- 
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utes  of  the  Board  and  all  the  books,  records, 
and  accounts  of  the  Corporation.  He  shall 
have  the  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, also  shall  keep  its  vouchers,  title  deeds, 
papers  and  documents  of  all  kinds.  He  shall 
collect  all  moneys  except  the  original  sub- 
scriptions, and  pay  the  same  forthwith  to  the 
Treasurer  and  take  his  receipt  therefor.  He 
shall  render  statements  of  the  finances  and  af- 
fairs of  the  Corporation  when  required  by  the 
President,  and  also  a  general  statement  for  t'ne 
year  to  be  exhibited  at  the  annual  meetintrs  of 
the  members  of  the  Corporation.  He  shall 
cause  notices  to  be  published  of  all  regular 
meeting's  of  the  Corporation.  His  duties  shall 
at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Sec.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  coll<^ct  all  orig- 
inal subscriptions  and  receive  any  donations 
that  may  be  offered  to  the  Company.  He  shall 
render  an  account  of  the  finances  whenever  re- 
quired by  the  Board. 

Sec.  6.  There  shall  be  an  "Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Three,"  of  whom  the  President  shall 
be  one,  who  shall  be  charged  with  the  general 
care  of  the  grounds  of  the  Corporation,  and 
perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Board  may 
from  time  to  time  direct.  All  avenues  and  walks 
shall  be  located  and  prepared,  and  all  lots 
shall  be  located  and  sold  under  their  directions, 
and  all    improvements    l»y   proprietors   of  lots 
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shall  be  approved  or  rejected  by  them.  They 
shall  make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  quarterly. 

Sec.  7.  The  ayes  and  nays  on  any  resolu- 
tion offered  shall  be  recorded  on  the  demand 
of  any  member  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  8.  There  shall  be  a  superintendent 
chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall 
perform  such  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him 
by  the  President  and  Kxecutive  Committee, 
and  who  shall  hold  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Board.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  secure  a 
proper  observance  of  all  the  rules. 

Sec  10.  These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed, 
altered  or  amended  by  a  majority  of  the  Board 
after  such  alteration,  amendment  or  repeal 
shall  have  been  proposed  and  entered  on  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting. 


Rules  and  Regulations 


RULES  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF  LOTS. 


1.  Persons  desiring  to  purchase  lots  should  first  call 
on  the  Superintendent,  who  will  show  the  lots  for  sale. 
As  soon  as  a  lot  is  selected  and  paid  for,  interments  may 
be  made. 

2.  Stock  and  Lots  are  transferable  only  by  permis- 
sion of  the  Board  of  Directors,  All  money  for  the  pur- 
chase of  lots  and  digging  and  filling  graves,  also  for 
transferring  and  for  single  graves,  shall  be  paid  to,  the 
Secretary.  The  charge  for  transferring  stock  and  lots 
will  be  twenty-five  cents  for  each  transfer,  to  be  paid  for 
by  the  the  person  applying  for  the  same. 

3  Each  lot  owner  will  receive  from  the  Company, 
a  deed  for  his  or  her  lot. 

4.  The  grounds  being  exempt  from  taxation  and 
liability  for  debt,  proprietors  can  never  be  forcibly  de- 
prived of  their  lots. 

5.  The  enlargement  of  families  and  the  desire 
which  is  naturally  felt  to  be  laid  with  one's  kindred  at 
death,  and  also  the  advantages  afforded  by  large  lots  for 
making  superior  improvements  have  lately  shown  the 
desirability  of  pnrchasing  larger  lots  than  formerly. 
Two  or  more  relatives,  in  some  cases,  join  in  purchasing 
large  lots  and  erect  but  one  monument. 

6.  For  the  purpose  of  convenience  of  all  inter- 
ested, the  Board  of  Directors  have  plats  of  the  grounds 
in  their  office  for  examination  at  all  times. 
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Rules  and  Rcgvlations  to  be  Observed  by  Lot  Holders. 


1.  Vaults  or  tombs  will  be  permitted;  provided  they 
are  under  ground,  except  the  entrance,  built  of  durable 
material  and  the  receptacles  of  the  coffins  are  hermeti- 
call}'  sealed  when  in  use. 

2.  Any  lot  holder  allowing  a  friend  to  bury  in  his 
or  her  lot,  must  make  application  in  person  or  by  a  writ- 
ten order. 

3.  The  proprietors  of  lots  and  their  families  shall 
have  access  to  the  grounds  at  all  times,  observing  the 
rules  of  the  company. 

4.  Planting  of  trees  and  shrubs  will  not  be  allowed 
except  by  written  permission  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee. 

5.  All  grading  and  excavations  for  the  foundations 
of  monuments,  grave  digging  and  filling,  will  be  done  by 
the  employes  of  the  company. 

6.  All  lot  owners  are  required  to  furnish  corner- 
stones for  their  lots,  which  will  be  set  by  the  company. 
Said  stone  shall  be  at  least  two  feet  in  length. 
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Rules  Concerning  Improvements  of  Lois. 


1.  Board  of  Directors  have  no  wish  to  interefere 
with  the  tastes  of  individuals  in  regard  to  the  style  of 
their  improvements,  but  in  justice  to  the  interests  of  the 
company,  they  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  given 
them  by  law,  to  prevent  the  construction  of  any  monu- 
ment, structure,  or  object  whatsoever,  which  they  may 
consider  injurious  to  the  general  good  appearance  of  the 
grounds  and  to  adjoining  lots. 

2.  If  any  structure,  inscription,  tree  or  other  object 
shall  be  determined  to  be  offensive  or  improper,  the  Di- 
rectors shall  have  the  right,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  to 
enter  upon  such  lot  and  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed 
the  said  improper  object  or  objects  without  the  consent 
of  the  lot  owner  or  owners. 

3.  The  Board  of  Directors  reserves  the  right  to 
enter  upon  any  lot  at  any  time  for  its  improvement  or 
repairing. 

4.  In  the  erection  of  monuments  or  structures,  the 
Superintendent  will  designate  the  place  for  the  deposit 
of  the  material,  which  shall  not  remain  on  the  ground 
longer  than  is  actually  necessary  for  the  erection  of  the 
monument  or  structure. 
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5.  Heavy  laden  teams  will  not  be  permitted  to 
enter  the  grounds  in  wet  weather. 

6.  In  order  to  produce  a  natural  and  pleasing 
surface  over  the  entire  ground,  the  company  will  deter- 
mine the  grade  of  all  lots  and  roadways. 

7.  Lot  owners  may  erect  any  monument,  tombstone 
or  structure  in  conformity  with  the  rules  of  the  company, 
but  gravestones  in  connection  with  the  monuments  shall 
not  exceed  two  feet  in  height. 

8.  Foundations  for  monuments  must  be  six  feet 
deep  and  not  less  in  size  than  the  lower  bas^  of  super- 
structure, level  with  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  built 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  company. 

9.  No  lot  shall  be  enclosed  by  any  iron  or  wooden 
fence,  wall  or  hedge. 

10.  Trees  and  shrubs  may  be  planted  and  flowers 
cultivated,  subject  to  the  rules  of  the  company. 

11.  The  board  of  Diretors  are  authorized  to  take  by 
gift,  or  devise,  money  or  real  estate  or  any  thing  of 
value,  to  be  used  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ceme- 
tery ground. 
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INTERMENTS. 


1.  When  an  interment  is  to  be  made,  the  first 
application  should  be  made  to  the  undertaker,  who  will 
furnish  the  size  of  the  coffin;  then  apply  at  the  Cemetery 
office  with  an  order  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Superin- 
tendent to  prepare  the  grave,  specifying  the  name  of  the 
person  to  be  interred  and  in  whose  lot' to  be  interred; 
whether  male  6r  female;  date  of  birth  or  age;  date  of 
death,  whether  single  or  married;  occupation  and  color; 
for  which  the  company  will  furnish  blanks. 

2.  All  interments  are  subject  to  the  following 
charges,  which  are  due   at   the  time  of   giving  the  order 

or  the  preparation  of  the  grave. 

For  opening  and  closing  a  grave  five  feet  and  over 

in  length $3  oo 

Four  feet  and  under  five 2  50 

Under  four  feet 2  00 

For  excavating  for  and  putting  in  concrete  founda- 
tion of  monuments,  twenty-five  cents  per  cubic  foot. 

When  a  grave  protector  or  vault  is  used,  |i. 00 extra 
will  be  charged  for  each  grave;  when  a  single  grave  only 
is  wanted,  six  dollars  will  be  charged,  which  will  include 
the  cost  of  the  ground  and  digging  and  filling  the  grave. 
All  graves  will  be  dug  five  feet  deep. 

The  above  charges  shall  cover  also  the  expenses  of 
sodding  the  grave,  refilling  after  it  shall  have  sunk  be- 
low the  surroi;nding  surface,  and  keeping  the  grave  in 
order. 
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Kules  for  Visitors  and  Lot  Hinders. 


1.  Visitors  will  be  admitted  to  the  grounds  free  of 
charge. 

2.  No  riding  or  driving  faster  than  a  walk,  or  out- 
side of  the  avenues,  will  be  allowed. 

3.  Horses  must  not  be  left  without  a  driver,  nor 
hitched  except  to  a  place  provided  for  that  purpose. 
Hitching  to  trees  is  prohibited. 

4.  Children  will  be  admitted  in  care  of  parents, 
guardians  or  friends. 

5.  All  persons  are  prohibited  from  plucking  flow- 
ers, either  cultivated  or  wild,  breaking  or  injuring  any 
tree,  shrub  or  plant,  or  writing  upon,  marking,  or  in  any 
way  injuring  any  monument,   vault  or  other  structure. 

6.  No  smoking  will  be  allowed,  nor  will  persons 
with  firearms  or  dogs  be  admitted. 

7.  Automobiles  shall  not  be  permitted  on  the 
grounds. 

8.  The  price  of  lots  shall  be  as  follows: 

Lots  in  Sections  B  and  C,  fronting  on  Avenue,  six- 
teen cents  per  square  foot;  other  lots  in  Sections  B  and 
C,  14  cents  per  square  foot.  The  price  of  lots  in  other 
Sections  shall  be  12  cents  for  front  lots  and  10  cents  for 
others. 
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List  of  Original  Stockholders 


On 


ginal  StQOkholders  and  Lot  Owners'  E^ames. 


Sarah  Allen. 
Jesse  Allen, 
vVilsoh  Bu^Bert, 
Henry  L  ilthasar,  Sr., 
Henry  B.»lthasar,  Jr., 
Benevill  Balthasar, 
Georg-e  W  Blue, 
J.  Q.  A.  Blue, 
L.  W.  Beery, 
William  Borchers, 
Reuben  D.  Conrad, 
George  Greedy 
Robert  Cunning-ham, 
Samuel  Dnm  Heirs, 
Emanuel  Dunnick, 
John  Dysing-er, 
Henry  Dysing-er, 
Isaac  Dysinger, 
T.  H.  GriSth, 
Zeno  Glick, 
Thomas  Gingerich, 
Sarah  Gologher, 
Peter  Hewetson, 
Benjamin  Haas, 
William  Heg-e, 
Peter  Hege, 
John  Homrighouse, 
Henry  Homrighouse, 
D.  K    Kellermnn, 
Georg-e  W.  Kiger, 


Martin  Kerns, 
Isaac  Lair, 
M.  A.  Leist, 
Levi  Lawrence, 
John  A.  Madden, 
Eliza  Millig^an. 
Hannah  Murphy, 
Reuben  Murry, 
Samuel  G.  Peters, 
Andrew  Peters, 
Samuel   Pug-h, 
Margret  Pugh, 
Henry  Re  her, 
Isaac  iliegle, 
George  Riegle, 
William  Reed, 
George  E.  Roberts, 
R.  L.  Shallenberger; 
William  Scanlon, 
Felix  Swope, 
C.  C.  Staiger, 
Sunderman  Bros. 
George  Simon, 
Isaac  Tatman, 
A.  H.  Trout, 
William  Ward, 
Charles  F.  Wolf, 
W.  K.  Witham, 
A.  C.  Williamson, 
T.  S.  Williamson. 
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DONATIONS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  held  June  !2, 
1903,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopt- 
ed: 

Whereas,  The  Amanda  Township  Cemetery  Com- 
pany is  encumbered  with  a  debt  of  sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars, and 

Whereas,  The  directors  and  lot  owners  feel  that 
said  debt  should  be  removed;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  directors  of  The 
Amanda  Township  Cemetery  Company  does  respectfully 
solicit  donations  to  cancel  the  debt  of  said  Company. 

LIST     OF     DONORS. 

We,  undersigned,  do  donate  the  amount  placed  op- 
posite our  names,  for  the  liquidation  of  the  said  debt  of 
the  said  company : 

H.  S.  and  C.  F.  Kiger, 

adm's  of  Geo.  Kigerf  50  00 
John  O.  A.  Blue  .  .  .  100  00 
Milton  Peters  .  .  .30000 
John  Peters 50  00 


George  E.  Kiger  .  $25  00 
William  Kiger  .  .  50  00 
Israel    Rollenbaugh  25  00 


Frank    Peters  .            .  50  00 

Mary   Cruit 50  00 

Dr.    L.    W.    Beery  .    .  25  00 

George  W.  Blue  ...  25  00 

George  Creed      .    .    .  50  00 

George   T.  Riegle  .    .  25  00 

Isaac  Tatman  and  wife  25  00 

Isaac    Dysinger  .    .    .  50  00 

Reuben  Conrad  &  v/ife  25  00 

Harley    Lawrence  .  10  00 

Dellie  Leist 15  00 

Scott    Leist ...  10  00 

Harvey  Trout  Heirs  .  50  00 

Sarah  Reber 100  00 

Charles   F.    Kiger.    .  1000 


John  C.  Sweyer  .  .  25  00 
Maggie  Swope  100  00 
T.  H.  Griffith  .  .  .  100  00 
Malinda  Bussert  12  50 
Felix   Swope  50  00 

Geo.  Riegle,  Sr  .  .  50  00 
H.  S.  Kiger .  .  .  10  00 
E.  R.  Deffenbaugh  25  00 
Benjamin  Haas  .  .  10  00 
T.  S.  Williamson  .  25  00 
Zeno  Glick  .  .  .  25  00 
Melancthon  Miller  5  00 
Isaac  Riegle .  .  .  100  00 
Isaac     Bell  .        .    .      3  00 


"Delihered  at  the  Consecration  of  The  A  manda  Tolvnship 
Cemetery,  June  24th,  188). 


BY    REV.    D.    J.   SMITH, 


We  have  assembled  here  upon  God's  holy  day  to'ded- 
icate  to  Him  this  chosen  field,  as  a  place  where  His  child- 
ren are  to  lie  down  and  peacefully  sleep  in  Christ  until 
the  great  resurrection  morning.  This  beautiful  hill, 
with  its  inclined  plains,  and  sandy  soil,  naturall}'  so  be- 
fitting for  the  purpose,  is  destined  speedilj'  to  become  a 
metropolis,  a  city  of  the  dead. 

We  have  been  informed  that,  perhaps  a  half  century 
ago,  there  were  four  who  took  up  their  abode  upon  its 
very  summit,  and  may  justly  be  considered  as  the  pio- 
neers of  this  silent  city.  Then  came  a  long  pause,  giv- 
ing suflBcient  time  for  tnste  to  develop,  and  generous 
friends  to  rise  up  and  secure  this  favorite  field  as  a  rest- 
ing place  for  the  dead.  Rut  none  who  now  live  will  ever 
witness  another  such  pause.  As  we  look  around  us  we 
can  behold  already  some  of  the  streets  and  avenues  of 
this  city  laid  out;  many  have  selected  the  place  of 
their  future  abode;  while  two  fresh  hillocks,  upon  the 
brow  of  the  hill  on  opposite  sides,  proclaim  today  to 
man}'  already  saddened  hearts,  the  rapiditj^  with  which 
this  city  is  to  be  built.  With  all  our  haste,  they  have 
taken  up  their  abode  in  that  .silent  home,  ere  their  tombs 
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were  formally  consecrated  to  God.  And  yet  that  matters 
not — 

"There  once  the   flesh  of  Jesus  lay,  and   left  a  long  per' 

fume; 
The  graves  of  all  His  saints  he  blessed  and  softened  every 

bed." 

I  trust  we  have  all  come  to  discharge  this  solemn  duty, 
not  in  the  spirit  of  curiosity,  or  to  gather  from  this  hour 
and  its  surroundings  worldly  pleasure,  but  that  such 
solemnity  shall  pervade  every  heart  present  as  becometh 
dying  men  and  dying  women;  while  with  our  prayers, 
and  songs,  and  exhortations,  and  tears,  which  maj'  very 
appropriately  fall  from  our  eyes,  we  dedicate  this  field 
as  a  place  of  rest,  not  simply  for  our  friends,  but  for  our- 
selves as  well. 

Could  we  but  draw  aside  the  veil  and  get  a  view  of 
the  complete  history  of  this  necropolis  for  the  next  half 
century  in  its  relation  to  this  large  assembly  present  toda)', 
we  would  need  no  exhortation  to  encourage  thoughtful- 
nessor  solemnity;  we  could  not  restrain  our  feelings,  but 
would  hallow  these  grounds  with  our  earnest  prayers,  and 
baptise  them  with  our  tears.  Hut  the  future  we  cannot 
see.  We  can  judge  of  it  only  by  the  past,  and  by  what 
God  has  been  pleased  to  reveal  to  us. 

"The  secret  wheels  of  hurrying  time,  do  give 
So  short  a  warning,  and  so  fast  they  drive. 
That  I  am  dead,  before  I  seem  to  live. 

"And  what's  a  life?  a  weary  pilgrimage, 
Whose  glory,  in  one  day,  doth  fill  the  stage, 
With  childhood,  and  decrepit  age. 

•'Behold  these  lilies  (which  thy  hands  have  made 

Fair  copies  of  my  life,  and  open  laid 

To  view, )  how  soon  they  droop,  how  soon  they  fade. ' ' 

Such  my  hearers,  is  life.  So  certainly,  and  so  rapid- 
1}'  are  we  hastening  to  the  grave. 
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As  we  today  with  yoii  participate  in  this  consecrat- 
.  ing  service  so  becoming  to  those  who  are  destined  ere 
J.  >ng  to  lie  down  and  moulder  back  to  dust;  we  fancy  we 
i-:an  see  in  no  distant  future,  theae  verdant  hillsides 
graced  with  glittering  marble  tablets, and  embellished  with 
ojbelisks  of  granite,  upon  which  tender  affection  shall 
h;ave  deeply  engraved  the  living  virtues,  and  dying  hopes 
oi"  the  sleeping  loved  ones:  and  we  feel  like  Moses  and 
Joshua,  that  "the  place  whereon  we  stand  is  holy." 
And  as  we  look  at  these  and  other  similar  graves,  our 
hearts  cry  out;  O  grave!  how  precioiis  are  thy  spoils! 
How  unceasingly  dost  Thou  call  the  wanderers  home! 
Though  for  six  thousand  years  thou  hast  gathered  ah 
generations  but  the  present,  Thou  art  not  yet  satisfied ! 
Thy  partner,  Death,  and  his  servants  are  still  busy  sow- 
ing in  Thy  bosom  the  seeds  of  springing  life!  But  let  us 
take  consolation  in  the  thought  that  the  grave  will  prove 
a  fruitful  soil;  for,  from  it  will  come  forth  at  last  the 
great  harvest  of  immortality.  Its  treasures  are  only  a 
sacred  trust,  they  are  not  its  own;  and  in  due  time  it 
must  surrender  all  for  the  peopling  of  other  worlds.  The 
sepulchre  of  rock,  with  its  great  stone  laid  upon  it, 
made  secure  with  its  Sanhedrim  seal,  guarded  with  its 
soldiers  from  the  tower  of  Antonia,  was  no  hinderance  to 
the  resurrection  of  Him  who  is  the  first  fruits  of  them 
that  slept;  and  just  so  surely  will  every  grave  give  up  its 
dead. 

Is  it  any  wonder,  then,  that  the  grave  has  been  re- 
garded with  reverent  interest  by  civilized  men  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world?  or  that  this  interest  should  man- 
ifest itself  in  the  various  modes  and  ceremonies  of  sep- 
ulchre, of  which  history  informs  us?  We  are  taught  that 
God  takes  care  of  the  body,  and  when  it  dissolves  He 
guards  the  sleeping  dust.  And  shall  man  treat  it  with 
indifference?  'Tis  God  who  inspires  us  with  concern  for 
that  which  has  ever  been  the  object  of  His  own  tender 
care. 
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There  exists  today  in  the  human  soul  a  sacred  regard 
for  the  remains  of  the  dead,  and  that  voice  of  the  soul 
has  been  instinctively  heai'd,  and  almost  universally 
obeyed  by  all  nations,  and  all  generations  of  the  past. 
While  Christianity  abhors  some  of  the  superstitious  follies, 
and  sepulchral  extravagancies  of  heathenism,  it  does  not 
eradicate  this  tender  regard  for  the  body,  but  seeks  a 
place  for  its  silent  repose,  and  impels  surviving  friend?: 
to  watch,  and  guard,  and  ornament  its  sepulchre.  And; 
while  it  regards  the  rest  of  the  soul  as  infinitely  more 
important,  yet  it  illumes  the  darkness  of  the  tomb  with 
the  bright  sunlight  of  heaven,  and  teaches  us  "that  this 
corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal 
must  put  on  immortality,"  and  that  this  body,  which 
during  life  has  been  the  "temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost," 
shall  rise  again,  and  be  fashioned  like  unto  His  glorious 
body,  and  is,   therefore,  worthy   of  our  tender  regard. 

In  our  researches  for  the  origin  of  this  reverence  for 
the  remains  of  the  dead,  as  manifested  in  the  various 
modes  and  ceremonies  of  sepulchre,  we  are  carried  back 
to  gray-haired  antiquity,  over  a  period  of  at  least  4  thou- 
sand years.  We  see  the  old  Patriarch  at  Hebron,  as  re- 
corded in  the  scriptures,  standing  before  the  inhabitants 
of  the  land,  acknowledging  himself  a  stranger  and  a  so- 
journer with  them,  and  soliciting  a  burying  place  that  he 
might  bury  his  beloved  Sarah  out  of  his  sight.  And  we 
hear  the  response,  coming  from  the  sons  of 
Heth,  "In  the  choice  of  our  sepulchres  bury  thy  dead; 
none  of  us  shall  withhold  from  thee  His  sepulchre," 
which  language  evidently  proves  that  sepulchres  were 
common  among  the  Canaanites. 

But  Abraham  ceased  not  until  he  had  purchased 
the  field  of  Ephron,  with  the  cave  which  was  therein, 
and  all  the  trees  that  were  in  the  field,  and  around 
its  borders.  Though  he  was  rich,  we  have  no  evidence 
that  he  ever  purchased  any  land  except  that  field. 
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He  could  feed  his  flocks  upon  the  commons,  or  drive 
them'  to  shelter  in  the  depths  of  the  wilderness, 
where,  for  the  time  the  occupant  was  the  owner,  >)ut 
when  his  beloved  princess  died,  four  hundred  sheckels  of 
silver  were  given  to  purchase  a  sepulchre,  the  title  to 
which  he  fortified  by  every  possible  device.  He  is  term- 
ed in  the  Scriptures,  "the  father  of  us  all,"  and  he  has 
left  here  an  example  well  worthy  our  imitation.  The 
existingmonuments, as  well  as  the  history  of  Egypt,  which 
is  the  oldest  government  since  the  flood,  prove  that  their 
skill  and  toil,  as  manifested  in  their  reverence  for  the 
dead,  were  almost  unlimited.  Numerous  are  its  granite 
pyramids  of  gigantic  dimensions,  which,  after  thousands 
of  years,  bid  fair  to  be  of  perpetual  duration. 

The  pj-ramid  of  Thebes  has  a  base  which  covers 
about  thirteen  acres  of  ground,  and  its  original  height 
was  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  feet,  v/hile  its  sepul- 
chre chambers  were  highly  polished,  and  magnificently 
decorated.  And  there  are  many  others,  some  of  which 
are  scarcely  inferior  to  this  one.  The  necropolis  of 
Thebes,  comprising  the  whole  sweep  of  the  Lybian  hills 
for  the  space  of  five  miles,  and  to  the  height  of  three 
hundred  feet,  is  full  of  sepulchres,  excavated  in  the  native 
calcareous  rock.  The  mummies  are  laid  in  rows  by  the 
side  of,  or  in  tiers  above  each  other.  And  it  has  been 
estimated  that  more  than  four  hundred  millions  of  hu- 
man mummies  were  made  in  Egypt  from  the  beginning 
of  the  art  of  embalming,  until  its  discontinuance  in  the 
seventh  century. 

Greece  and  Rome  held  as  sacred  the  rights  of  sepul- 
chre, and  while  they  were  less  superstitious  and  extrava- 
gant in  their  honors  to  the  dead,  they  were  no  less  care- 
ful that  all  might  have  an  honorable  and  peaceful  repose. 
The  pyramid  was  in  use  among  them,  but  the  mausoleum 
and  the  obelisk  were  more  common.     Among  the  Greeks 
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the  duty  of  burial  rested  upon  the  nearest  relatives,   and 
its  neglect  exposed  them  to  grave  accusations. 

Other  parts  of  the  world,  whose  early  annals  have  no 
place  in  history,  bear  the  tokens  that  in  early  days  they 
were  not  regardless  of  the  interment  of  the  dead.  In  many 
places  it  has  been  considered  a  great  misfortune  to  be 
deprived  of  funeral  rites. 

Superstition  has  manifested  itself  and  connected  the 
destiny  of  the  soul  with  the  disposition  of  the  body;  and 
men  have  believed  that  upon  the  interment  of  the  one  de- 
pended the  elysium  of  the  other.  Even  the  savage  tribes 
in  various  parts  of  the  world  manifest  a  tender  regard  for 
their  dead,  either  by  interment,  or  by  suspending  them 
from  trees,  ox  placing  them  upon  elevated  platforms. 

Various  things  have  influenced  mankind  in  their  se- 
lection of  receptacles  for  the  dead.  If  they  are  to  be 
monumental,  durabilit}'  is  essential.  Hence,  many  of 
the  early  Tiurial  places  were  found  in  the  caves  which  na- 
ture furnished  along  her  mountain  sides  and  rocky  vales. 
These  were  in  time  superseded  by  grottoes  and  artificial 
sepulchres  he>\n  out  of  the  solid  rock.  Then  came  the 
imperishable  tombs  of  various  kinds,  which  were  built  at 
first  in  honor  of  kings  and  heroes,  and-afterward  for  the 
people.  These  were  placed  at  the  graves  of  the  dead  to 
commemorate  their  sleeping  dust. 

There  has  been  an  almost  universal  desire  to  select 
with  reference  to  ornament;  to  make  our  cemeteries 
beautiful  and  attractive,  both  by  the  decorations  of  na- 
ture and  art.  Of  the  former  kind  are  the  trees,  and 
shrubs,  and  flowers,  which  were  probably  the  charm  of 
the  first  sepulchre  of  which  we  have  any  description — 
that  which  Abraham  purcha.sed  at  Hebron.  And  the 
completeness  of  his  contract,  by  which  these  ornaments 
were  made  secure,  is  worthy  of  our  notice.    It  seems  that 
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the  cave  was  near  the  end  of  the  field,  and  no  doubt 
gracefully  embowered  among  the  overhanging  trees,  and 
half  concealed  by  creeping  vines,  fragrant  flowers,  and 
aromatic  shrubbery. 

The  artificial  ornaments  of  the  sepulchre  are  those 
of  architecture,  sculpture,  inscription,  and  what  the  New 
Testament  calls  garnishing,  all  of  which  have  been  ex- 
tensively used. 

In  the  selection  of  cemeteries  there  seems  to  be  a 
preference  foi  elevated,  rather  than  depressed  groun<l, 
as  being  more  convenient  for  the  excavation  of  sepul- 
chres, as  well  as  more  ornamental,  though  not  unfre- 
quently  the  valley  or  plain  has  been  chosen. 

As  we  .study  the  burial  customs  of  every ^ge,  we  have 
revealed  to  us  a  tender  regard  for  patrial,  social  and  do- 
mestic relations  which  is  universal.  Sarah's  tomb  seems 
to  have  been  chosen  merely  from  the  accident  of  the 
place  of  death,  but  the  successive  interments  indicate  a 
strong  family  feeling  among  the  Jews.  Look  at  the  clos- 
ing scene  of  Jacob's  life.  He  exacts  an  oath  from  Joseph 
that  he  will  not  leave  him  in  Egypt,  but  convey  him 
back  to  Canaan,  and  bury  him  with  his  fathers.  I  fancy 
I  can  see  the  old  man  in  the  agonies  of  death,  surround- 
ed by  his  sons,  the  representatives  of  the  twelve  tribes; 
while  Joseph  is  bending  reverently  over  him,  trying  to 
h  his  dying  whisper,  and  with  frequent  efforts  to  re- 
cover his  fleeting  breath,  he  says:  "I  am  to  be  gathered 
unto  my  people;  bury  me  with  my  fathers  in  the  cave 
that  is  in  the  field  of  ,Ephronthe  Hittite.  There  they  buried 
Abraham,  and  Sarah,  his  wife;  there  they  buried  Isaac, 
and  Rebekah,  his  wife;  and  there  I  buried  Leah,"  and 
the  hope  of  mingling  his  dust  with  theirs  occupied  his 
dying  thoughts. 

Joseph,  too,  required  of  his  brethren  a  similar  oath 
concerning  his  bones.     Of  the  twenty-two  kings  of  Judah 
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who  reigned  at  Jerusalem,  eleven,  or  just  one-half  of  them, 
were  buried  in  one  hypogeuin  in  the  City  of  David,  at)  1 
two  others  were  also  huried  in  the  City  of  David,  though 
not  in  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings.  The  primitive  Gre- 
cians practiced  domestic  burial,  having  sepulchres  pre- 
pared in  their  own  private  dwellings.  They  considered 
foreign  burial  worse  than  death.  The  following  epitaph 
from  the  tomb  of  one  who  was  buried  in  a  foreign  land 
expresses  this  sentiment: 

"From  my  dear  native  l?ind,  remote  1  lie; 
O,  worse  than  death!  the  thought  is  misery!" 

The  savage  tribes,  who  originally  possessed  this  land, 
and  who  have  been  the  victims  of  the  white  man's  vices, 
have  been  banished;  and  yet  the  last  lingering  look  at  the 
graves  of  their  fathers  pierced  their  hearts  more  deeply, 
and  caused  them  to  weep  more  bitterly  than  the  loss  of 
all  their  hunting  grounds.  'J'hey  were  savages,  'tis  true, 
but  their's  was  the  voice  of  humanity. 

In  this  universal  affcetion  for  friends,  kindred  and 
countr}'  found  even  in  the  heart  of  savage  and  heathen,  as 
well  as  in  civilized  or  Chriptian  hearts,  we  may  probably 
trace  the  cemetery,  and  the  custom  of  gathering  together 
the  bodies  of  our  dead  for  common  burial.  But  why  con- 
tinue our  meditation  among  the  tombs?  Death  lives  not 
merely  in  history.  More  than  a  hundred  generations  are 
his  victims;  but  the  present  and  future  generations  are 
doomed  to  fall  by  his  restless  power.  "To  liveisto  die." 
"The  grave  is  not  full."  Thousands  are  now  employed 
in  erecting  fres^i  monuments  all  over  the  earth,  which 
shall  tell  to  every  passer-by  of  the  conquests  of  death. 
What  to-day  has  brcught  us  away  from  our  accustomed 
places  of  devoti-^n  to  this  beautiful  hill  top?  We  are  here 
because  we  and  our  children  are  mortal.  Here  to-day  we 
stand,  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  learned  and  un- 
learned, healthful  and  diseased,  joyous  and  sorrowful, 
children  of  a  common  dust,   and  to  this   or   some   other 
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x'^imetery  we  shall  all  come  »gain. 

Parents  and  children,  husbands  and  wives,  brothers 
and  risters,  relatives  and  friends,  shall  be  borne  one  by 
one  to  the  silent  tomb,  until  not  one  of  this  vast  assembly 
shall  be  left.  We  have  already  spent  years  of  toil  and 
solitude  in  pieparing  our  bodies  for  the  grave;  to  prepare 
a  grave  for  our  bodies  may  well  employ  a  fleeting  hour. 
One  has  said  that  "Brookljm  has  no  grander  glory  than 
its  Greenwood;  nor  Boston  than  its  Mt.  .\uburn;  nor 
Philadelphia  than  its  Laurel  Hill;  nor  Cincinnati  than 
its  Spring  Grove;  nor  San  Francisco  than  its  Lone 
Mountain;"  and  the  crowning  earthly  glory  of  this 
township  will  be  its  Amanda  cemetery. 

All  honor  due  to  the  noble  hearted  men  who  instiga- 
ted the  plan,  and  gave  of  their  time  and  their  means,  and 
have  secured  for  3-ou  and  your  children,  this  beautiful 
resting  place,  where  you  may  peacefullj'  slumber  until 
the  bright  day  of  eternity  shall  dawn  upon  you.  It  is 
highly  commendable  to  select  a  spot,  where,  after  the  la- 
bors of  life  are  ended  and  our  spirits  return  to  God  who 
made  them,  we  and  our  families  may  lie  down  and  rest 
together  undisturbed. 

The  Scripture  examples,  preceded  by  him  who  is 
'•the  father  of  all  them  that  believe,"  encourage  us  to  do 
it.  And  from  the  absence  in  revelation  of  all  rebuke  of 
man's  obedience  to  this  voice  of  nature,  we  may  infer 
that  such  a  manifestation  of  regard  for  our  loved  ones  is 
well  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God.  Then  let  this  beauti- 
ful field  be  this  day  forever  consecrated  to  God  for  this 
sacred  purpose.  Let  the  songs  of  mirth  and  revelry  be 
forever  banished  from  this  silent  repose;  and  let  the  foot- 
step fall  lightly,  and  all  who  traverse  these  verdant  hill- 
.sides  in  the  years  to  come  realize  that  they  are  treading 
upon  holy  ground.  And  as  the  ever  recurring  bier,  with 
its  silent  mourners  and  funeral  column   comes  again  and 
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again  through  yonder  gateway,  and  moves  slowly  along 
these  narrow  streets,  and  stois  around  an  open  grave  to 
deposit  one  after  another  of  this  dying  assembly  in  the 
silent  tomb,  let  us  recognize  in  it  the  voice  of  God  saying 
to  our  hearts,  "Be  ye  also  ready."  Let  a  tablet  be  erect- 
ed o'er  our  silent  resting  place  by  those  whose  happiness 
we  cherished  through  successive  years  of  weakness  and 
exposure,  as  a  just  and  savory  offering  of  gratitude.  Let 
humility  reign  supremely  throughout  this  sacred  enclos- 
ure; let  her  wander  here  and  erect  her  chastened  monu- 
ments of  holy,  sweet  affection;  let  her  rear  her  pyramids 
along  these  hillsides,  and  water  the  springing  willow 
with  her  tears.  Make  this  beautiful  field  a  garden  of 
flowers,  plant  here  the  Arbor  Vitae  of  undying  friend- 
ship even  in  death,  the  cedar  that  pledges  a  life  of  devo- 
tion, the  buttercup  of  riches  in  deeds,  the  geranium  that 
bespeaks  the  highest  admiration,  the  iv}-  of  ever-clinging 
friendship,  the  myrtle  of  undying  love,  the  amaranth  of 
immortalit}'  in  memory,  the  spruce  pine  of  farewell  for 
earth,  the  snowballs  that  lift  us  in  thought  to  a  glorious 
reunion  in  the  land  of  immortality,  and  thus  in  every 
way  make  this  sacred  place  beautiful  and  attractive. 
These  things  will  impress  coming  generations,  and  even 
the  careless  wanderer  with  respect  for  their  ancestors, 
and  with  sentiments  adapted  to  their  walks  among  the 
tombs.  But  we  must  ever  listen  to  the  voice  of  God.  Wu 
need  His  word  to  guide  us  in  the  duties  of  this  hour, 

About  to  dedicate  this  place  as  a  cemeter}',  we  rev 
erently  ask  with  what  forms  should  it  be  done? 

The  oracle  is  silent.  It  has  no  con.secrating  ritual. 
Left  to  our  own  discretion,  if  we  err,  let  it  be  upon  thf 
side  of  sweet  simplicity. 

Superstition  has  her  ceremonies  unprescribed  by  rev- 
elation, but  just  devotion  consecrate.?.  What  are  forms 
unless  our  hearts  are  in  them?  The  precept  of  the  Bible 
bows  our  hearts  in  prayer. 
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VVe  are  not  here,  then,  for  a  display  of  mute  forms. 
Revelation  does  not  urge,  nor  heaven  demand  them.  The 
ceremonial  law  has  been  abolished,  and  under  the  Chris- 
tian dispensation  a  consecrating  act  becomes  a  deep  and  in- 
ward work.  A  pure  and  contrite  heart  alone  can  execute 
it.  Then,  while  we  waive  all  outward  forms,  contrite 
hearts  and  tears  will  serve  us  better.  These  are  more 
precious  than  the  burial  ointment  of  our  Lord. 

Remember  Christ  has  almost  wedded  the  grave  and 
the  everlasting  throne.  He  passed  from  the  crucifixion 
to  burial,  and  from  burial  to  glory.  Thus,  greatly  to  our 
comfort  He  has  blended  in  close  union  death,  the  grave, 
and  the  glory  that  shall  follow.  Go,  then,  and  excavate 
3'our  tombs.  Let  this  beautiful  ground  be  filled  with  the 
victims  of  disease.  Clu.sier  them  all  along  the.se  verdant 
hillsides.  Make  the  careless  traveler  along  these  streets 
and  avenues  start  and  shudder  at  the  thickening  monu- 
ments, which  shall  soon  with  peering  ghastliness  look 
down  upon  him. 

But,  when  the  daj's  on  earth  are  all  ended,  and  the 
lamps  of  night  shall  no  longer  .shed  their  dim  lights  upon 
these  graves — at  the  sounding  of  the  trumpet  may  we 
and  our  children,  and  all  who  shall  then  be  sleeping  in 
this  consecrated  dust,  ascend,  like  our  Master  before  us, 
from  the  sepulchre  to  the  throne. 
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